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Key messages 
 

üAsia Pacific = Front Runner of GE 

üòGreen Growthó: specific formula for AP to aim at 
Shift to New Development  Paradigm 

üLong-term and Sustainable way of dealing with 
resource depletion, economic uncertainty, and 
environmental challenges, including climate change  

üBeing mainstreamed  at Regional / National Levels  

üBeing successfully  piloted  at local levels  

üTo scale up the impact, strengthening of National 
Institutional Framework essential, e.g. integration  of 
3 pillars , policy coherence and coordination, etc.  

ü International Programmes  to best support national 
efforts  
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Green Economy 
 

üLooking at Environment/Economy Synergy 

üConcept started in 1990õs 

üGlobal òBoomó  after Financial Crisis 

üAsia Pacific òGreen Growthó pioneered since 2005 

üA theme for UNCSD 

(Rio+20) 

üValid for  

Poverty Eradication ? 
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Green Growth ð A formula for AP  
 

üAdopted by Fifth Ministerial Conference on 

Environment and Development in Asia and the Pacific 

(MCED5) in 2005   

ü  MCED5 highlighted  òé need to shift the development 

orientation from a ôGrow first, clean up laterõ 

approach to Green Growthó 

üBase on the Analytical work by ESCAP - e.g. State of 

Environment Report (Five Yearly)  



5 

Analysis on AP ð Back in 2005  
 

üRapid economic growth  

üGains in poverty and hunger reduction  
 

But ..  

ü Still  Unmet Needs (Poverty, Health, Access to Services) 

ü Economic Growth continued to be key Development Strategy  

ü Per-Capita Resource Endowment ð Lower than other Regions  

ü A-P already living above ôenvironmental means: exceeding 

Environmental Carrying Capacity  

ü Unsustainable Resource Use Patterns 

3 x resources to produce $1 of GDP 
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AP Debate towards Green Growth  

KEY ROOT CASUSE - MARKET FAILURES  
Ç Gap - Market Price vs. Ecological (+ Social) Price 

Ç Market Cost Efficiency < Ecological (+ Social) Cost Efficiency 

 ex. Climate -negative investments still profitable, Degrading 
watersheds in water -stressed countries, High competitiveness from 
Cutting jobs, etc.  

Ç Attention to Short Term Benefit > Long term (Strategic) Benefits  
 

REGIONAL Factors  
Ç Mostly Developing Countries 

Ç Potentials on Choices for Future  

Ç In process of Shaping the Governance  

Ç High Priority in Development ð Low Priority in Environment  

Ç Limited financial capacity in Public Sector  
 

 

 

Ã Growth Dynamics / Strong Economic Potential  
  

 



7 Strategic Transition to New Development 
Patterns via Green Growth  

 

Ç GG aims at System Change 

Ç Matter of Development Trajectory ð not Development Level  

Ç Policies to guide New Development Patterns   

Ç Not an incremental change, e.g. limited to green technologies, 
agro-forestry, etc.  

Ç Enhancing efficiency  in Natural Resource Use  

Ç Greening Societal Production/Consumption Patterns  

Ç Highlights on eco-efficiency  

Ç Enhancing efficiency  in Financial Resource Use  

Ç Diverting Existing Invest - Rather than new Investment  

Ç Highlights on multi -purpose integrated policy Intervention  

Ç Cross-sectoral Policy-mix 

Ç Maximally  utilizing  Market Forces  

Ç Creating economy where investing in green can generate profits  

Ç Intervention in Price Mechanism - Full-cost Pricing 
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5 years later é a changing outlook 
 

Ã Poverty reduction Jeopardized  

Ä High & volatile prices, inflation - food, fuel & commodities  

Ä Economic uncertainty, e.g. triple crises  

ü ACHIVEMENT OF MDG 1 IN DANGER 

Ã More Signs of Resource Constraints 

Ä Oil, Metals  

Ä Water, Nutrients  

Ä Ecosystem services 

Ä Climate Change ð both mitigation / adaptation sides  

ü UNSUSTAINABLE RESOURCE USE PATTERNS CONTINUE  
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5 years later é New Commitment 
 

Ã MCED6 in Astana Kazakhstan, October 2010   

Ä Analyzed the new reality  

Ä Reaffirmed Green Growth approach  

Ä Ministerial Declaration / Regional Implementation Plan adopted  
 

Ã Key Features of GG as of 2010  

Ä Continued highlights on Transition to New Development Patterns by 
System Change 

Ä A useful response to Growing Conflicts, Tensions and Tradeoffs 

Ä More conviction : No luxury for AP developed countries  

Ä More attention to òHow?ó + Tailored actions  

 
Ä Buté does not replace SD or MDGs 

Â Sustainable development: concept & principle  

ÂMDGs: No implementing strategy / lack dynamics among Goals3 

Â GG/GE: integrating 2 pillars; economy & environment  

Â New Question; Poverty and Social Inclusiveness? 



Green Growth in CC Context  

= Low Carbon Development  

Needs for Climate Action by all countries  
 

Challenges 

Ã Needs Sustaining Economic Growth 

Ã Competition with a number of other Socio -economic priorities  

Ã Limited Financial /Human / Technological Resources  
 

Green Growth offers a comprehensive answer 

Č Climate Actions compatible with Sustained Economic Growth 

Č Holistic win -win Approach (òCo-Benefitsó beyond Climate benefits)  

Č Enhancing Resource Efficiency 

 

 



Green Growth in CC Context  

Relevance and Valid  

Energy saving without 

compromising human 

welfare 



Low Carbon Development to Prevent 

Economic Loss 

Å By anticipated impacts of 
climate change in SE Asia, 
economic loss up to 6.7% of 
GDP each year by 2100 

Å Undermine the progress in 
achieving MDGs and beyond 

Å GDP loss will lessen to 3.4 % if 
action taken to follow 450ppm 
scenario (2 degree increase). 

Å Global study shows less than 
1%of GDP Mitigation cost 
required to limit to 2 degree 
increase. 

Å Adaptation will bring benefit 
1.9% of GDP by cost 0.2% of 
GDP 



Potentials of Green Growth in Low 

Carbon Development  

Huge potential of 

negative cost actions 

Carbon 

Finance? 



Policy Mainstreaming - Regional Level  

 

Ã GG/GE related policies / statements have been 

adopted by major regional forums  

Ã More and more mainstreamed + Further inertia  

 

Ã Some examples  

Ä ESCAP Ministerial Conference 2005/2010 

Ä APEC 2009/2010/2011 

Ä ASEAN + ROK Summit 2009 

Ä ASEM GG Forum, 3-4 Oct 2011 (Hanoi)  

Ä World Economic Forum on East Asia 2009 

Ä NEA Eco-efficiency Partnership 2006 -2010, etc.  

 

 



Policy Mainstreaming  - National Level  

Ã Relevant policies (including GE/GG elements) 

getting momentum in AP countries, being 

introduced and enacted  

Ã Still young in the policy cycle  

Ã Yet to establish empirical evidences  

Ã Impacts not fully demonstrated / analyzed  

Ã Some examples include:  

 

 
China  

 

Five-Year Plan for National Economic and Social Development 

Circular Economy Law  

National Climate Change Program 

Cambodia Cambodia National Green Growth Road Map 

Fiji  National Employment Centre Decree 



Policy Mainstreaming  - National Level  (contd.)    

 

 

 

Thailand Alternative Energy Development Plan  

National Action Plan on Sustainable Consumption and Production 
Programme 

Vietnam Eco-Tax Reform 

Payments for Ecosystem Services 

Sri Lanka National Policy and Strategy on Cleaner Production  

Lao PDR National Socio-economic Development Plan 2011-2015 

Indonesia National Priority Action Plan 2010 -2014 

Energy Conservation/ Diversification Plans  

Ministerial Statement on Green Economy 

Bangladesh Renewable Energy Policy of Bangladesh 2008 

India National Action Plan on Climate Change 

Malaysia National green technology policy  

Iskandar Development Plan  

Mongolia  Development of National Green Growth Road Map 



Á Five-Year Plan for National Economic and 

Social Development 

Á Circular Economy Law  

Á National Climate Change Program 





ÅAlternative Energy Development Plan  

ÅNational Action Plan on Sustainable 

Consumption and Production 

Programme 

ÅGreen BMA 

 



ÅNational green technology policy  

ÅIskandar Development Plan  







ÅEco Tax Reform 

 





ÅNational Action Plan on Climate Change 

ÅJawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal 

Mission  

ÅBRT in Ahmadabad, for example  

 
 















Policy Impacts - India 

Tax Incentive for Promotion of Green Sector  

Ã In June 2008, India adopted a National Action Plan on Climate Change 

encompassing a very broad and extensive range of measures including 

eight national missions focusing on renewable energy, energy 

efficiency, clean technology, public transport, resource efficiency 

and tax incentives,  among others.  

Ã The Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission promotes 

integrated development of infrastructure in cities, ensuring adequate 

funds to meet deficiencies in urban infrastructure,  and the provision 

of basic services  to the poor. The highly -successful BRT in Ahmadabad, 

for example, was financed under above scheme.  

 



Policy Impacts ð China 
 

Green Stimulus in China  

Ã UNEP Analysis indicated that green stimulus spending triggered a 

significant expansion of economic activity in targeted green sectors.  

Ä China produced 45 per cent of global Solar PV in 2009 and is now 

the largest Solar PV manufacturer in the world. Stimulus packages 

helped bolster market confidence and investment .  

Ä Several sectors of the economy benefited from the green stimulus 

packages. Investment in rail, water infrastructure, grid expansion 

and improved building efficiency  were particularly high, totalling 

85 per cent of allocation of green stimulus packages or US$ 379 

billion.  

Ä Chinese experts estimate that every US$ 14 billion (RMB 100 billion) 

of public green investment would lead to an increase in household 

consumption  of US$ 8.6 billion (RMB 60 billion), and to US$ 143 

million (RMB 1 billion) in additional tax revenues , with 600,000 

new jobs  being created.  In total, government funded green 

stimulus projects accounted for 0.8_per cent of Chinaõs total GDP.  



Pilots in Local Context 
 

Ã Pilots on GE/GG Approach have been developed successfully at 

local levels  

Ã Many implemented under the lead of local governments.  

Ã Subjects include:  

Ä City Development highlighting Environmental and Socio -economic Co-

benefits (Thailand, Malaysia)  

Ä Localized Waste Management w/ Protection of Waste Pickerõs Family; 

Resource Recycling as Community Business (Philippines) 

Ä Waste to Energy (+ Carbon) (Sri Lanka, Vietnam) 

Ä Rural Electrification with Social Programme  

Ä through South-South technical cooperation  

(Samoa - Thailand) 








